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REVIEW OF SUN WATER PRICING STRUCTURE

Submission to the Queensland Competition Authority by Jason O'Brien MP Member for
Cook, on behalf of a constituent who is a Sun Water user, requesting changes to the
pricing policy of Sun Water to their customers holding pension concession cards who
access sun water for their domestic use only.

Under the present Sun Water tariff structure they are able to negotiate how much revenue
could be collected from variable and fixed charges. My submission is that Sun Water
should be free to offer a Pensioner Water Subsidy Scheme for eligible pensions to reduce
the impact of increased water price increases. This concession could be in the form of a
rebate similar to the rate rebate scheme which applies across the state off local
government rates charges.

Sun Water must have the ability to provide water services to the community at a
reasonable cost taking into account the most effective way to utilise the resource for the
community's benefit. To this end pensions accessing Sun Water's resource purely for
domestic use should be considered in a wider public interest context.

Prices should be cost reflective and take into account relevant public interest matters such
as pensioners accessing their resource

In conclusion I submit that Sun Water should be providing a Pensioner Water Subsidy
Scheme and the Queensland Competition Authority should recognise this as a public
interest issue.

Jason O'Brien MP
Member for Cook
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