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I refer to the Referral Notice issued pursuant to section 23 of the Queensland Competition 
Authority Act 1997 (the Act) and gazetted on 5 May 2014, requiring the Queensland 
Competition Authority (the Authority) to conduct an investigation into bu lk water prices for 
the Queensland Bulk Water Supply Authority (Seqwater) fo r t he period 1 July 2015 to 
30 June 2018. 

I am advised that the Authority has sought clarification on the operat ion of clauses 
(A)(1)(f)-(h) of the Referral Notice, insofar as they may be interpreted so as to curtai l the 
Authority's discretion · in recommending prices for each council area. Specifically, I 
understand that the Authority is seeking confirmation t hat the di rect ion of any price 
adjustments it recommends should not be limited to price increases. 

Pursuant to sections 23(4)-(5) of the Act, I hereby confirm that t he operative clauses of the 
Referral Notice should be interpreted in such a way that t he Authority is not fette red with 
respect to the direction of the price adjustments it recommends. 

Please direct any questions in respect of the foregoing advice to Mr Greg Tonks, Directo r, 
Shareholder and Structural Policy Division on (07) 3035 1487 

Yours sincerely 

Tim Nicholls 
Treasurer and Minister for Trade 


