3. As we manufacture over 2,000 part numbers regularly it is impossible to import these products from China
where operating costs are at a minimum. We could import the fast moving numbers and manufacture the
slower moving numbers but then my purchasing power on raw products (steel etc...) will be lost and in turn
those prices will increase also.
4. Generate our own electricity by means of a 20 foot container style generator. However, initial investigation this
is not a very viable option either.
So really I see no alternative to staying in business with the already 96% increase over the last 6 years and now an
approximate 100% increase on top of the 96% next year. How can the electricity company justify these sorts of price
increases. Their main input cost is coal and that has dropped in price by almost 50% over the last year alone. With our
factory in Rockhampton being in the middle of the Queensland Mining Industry, we are constantly hearing from our
customers of the thousands of jobs being lost due to the drop in coal prices. The electricity is produced for around $0.04
(4 cents) per KWh. With a 100% mark‐up it would be a good profit margin for any business but to increase the margin by
what Ergon Energy is doing is not justifiable when considering the volume produced.
In summary I can’t see any alternatives for our business situation and if TARIFF 37 is taken away, all I can see is an
Australian family business that has been operating since 1953 and with its 3rd generation just beginning becoming
obsolete and with no future for it or its employees.
Please grant us an extension to 30th June 2016 to enable us to find a way to keep the business going and growing
throughout this transitional period. We are all Queenslanders so let’s all work together and make this state great once
again.
Looking forward to your favourable reply.
Regards,
Glen Dobinson
Dobinsons Spring & Suspension
58 Hollingsworth Street
North Rockhampton QLD Australia 4701
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